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Marcel Proust writes of his mother: "The truth is that as soon as I am well, the 
life that makes me well infuriates you, so you demolish everything until I feel 
bad again." ... "It's sad that you can never have both affection and health."  
Exasperated, he cannot live far from her. There will be 159 letters exchanged 
between Marcel and his mother.  « ... When, like the two of us, we are 
connected by a wireless telegraph, to make us more or less close or more or 
less far away, it is always sharing a close communion and staying side by 
side.. (Letter CXXIX)side.. (Letter CXXIX)
When she dies, he begins his “In search of lost time”. And as Michel Schneider 
writes in his admirable book entitled “Maman”, Proust writes in order to bring 
her back to life, abolish separation, bring back the evening kiss. 
Jeanne inspired Proust's character as Ms. Santeuil and the narrator's mother
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