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Simone Veil was Minister of health in Giscard d’Estaing’s government and 
played a crucial role in legalising abortion in France (Loi Veil) on 17 January 
1975. During the abortion debate in 1974, she was violently attacked and 
much of the aggression smacked of antisemitism (comparing abortion to the 
Holocaust, swastikas on her car and the elevator of her building, etc). From 
1946 to 1974, Simone Veil relentlessly championed women’s rights: as a 
penitentiary administrator, she improved the treatment of female prisoners; as 
thethe director of civil affairs, she established dual parental control of family legal 
matters, rights for mothers and their illegitimate children and adoption rights 
for women. As Minister of Health, she expanded health coverage, maternity 
benefits, and childcare allowances. In 1979, Simone Veil became the first 
woman president of the European Parliament. She was re-elected to the 
European Parliament as an MEP and in 1984, as deputy president. In 1993, 
she returned to the French government as Under-secretary of state for Social 
aaffairs and was named to the Conseil Constitutionnel in March 1998. She was 
elected to the Académie française in November 2008. She died on 30 June 
2017 and was buried in the Panthéon on 1 July 2018
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